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The Valley View 
December 2015

News from the Baeders - serving with      Issue #4

Praise & Prayer
RELATIONSHIPS 

We have grown to love our 
community these past 20 

months of life in Fish Hoek 
and are finding many 

meaningful friendships here! 
Jen continues to work with the 

singers at church and sees 
growing relationships.

SIM PROJECTS 
The Projects & Finance 

Consultation went really well. 
Pray for wisdom as we move 
to a stronger ministry based 

approach.

SCHOOL BOY 
Silas has finished “Grade 

R” (Kindergarten) and is very 
excited for real school. He 

starts Grade 1 on January 13!

Life to the Fullest
The end of another year has arrived and the title above adequately 
describes our year. Many pictures and a few words are found in this 
letter, all while wishing you a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a BLESSED 
NEW YEAR!
July: 
We moved into our new house; 
spent time at our mission’s 
Spiritual Life Conference south of 
Durban. (pic: Silas during a kids 
performance) 

August: 
Vacation in Switzerland and 
Marcus’ cousin’s wedding; Silas 
learns how to play chess; 
McBurneys, our first small group 
hosts when we were getting 
married back in 2004, visited us. 
(pic: visiting Marcus’ grandma who 
turned 91 this year) 

September: 
Marcus helps organise and attends 
the SIM Projects & Finance 
Consultation in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand. (pic: discussion with the 
SIM Benin treasurer and the SIM 
Liberia director)  

October: 
Jen’s parents visit; Marcus 
participates in the SIM 
Communications and Mobilisation 
Consultation in Nairobi, Kenya; 
Marcus spends time in Burkina 
Faso for a project manager’s 
training, discussing the future of 
HOPE for AIDS Burkina Faso, and 
spending time with old friends; we 
celebrate 11 years of marriage.
(pic: Silas with grandpa) 
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November: 
Several house guests spend time with us and we feel 
blessed to be able to live out the joys of hospitality; 
Marcus plans and attends the SIM Global AIDS Ministry 
Consultation in Chiang Mai, Thailand, where the past of 
HIV work was celebrated, and the future of this important 
ministry was envisioned; (pic: AIDS Consultation 
Participants)  

December: 
Summertime is here and life is starting to slow down a bit; Jen sings in the “Community Carols” at church; Silas 
becomes a fish (almost); we celebrate this year and look forward to the next one. (pic: Jen singing at church)  

Gratitude
We have been reflecting on the 10 years that have 
passed since we formally joined SIM in 2005, and we 
see God’s guidance along the way. Throughout these 
years, there have been amazing moments of joy, 
interrupted by periods of struggle and challenge. Yet 
throughout, we have seen Christ’s faithfulness, 
expressed also through you who have been praying for 
us, supporting us financially, and interacting with us on 
Facebook.  

Visiting Burkina Faso one more time in October 
reminded me, Marcus, of the beauty of God’s people, 
wherever they are found, but particularly where we 
have made connections and enjoyed the blessings of 
deep friendships. While those friendships continue, it is 

equally meaningful to have found new ones right here, 
in South Africa.  

Ultimately, God’s love is best expressed when his 
children love one another and live in unity. Thank you 
again for the role you have played in our lives over the 
last 10 years! (pic: our very first prayer card) 

Longridge Vineyard - Anniversary Meal
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Coming up …
• January 3-11: Vacation in Knysna with friends

• January 13: Silas starts grade 1

So far, not much planned for next year, but we do know that Marcus will spend about 2 weeks in Charlotte, NC, in 
May. Also, we will be spending about 6 weeks on home assignment (furlough) starting at the end of November.  

Pic on left: During a short layover in Switzerland: Marcus with his parents and his brother Steivan.  
Pic on right: With Moïse and Fidèle (of HOPE for AIDS Burkina) in Thailand during the Global AIDS Consultation. 

Thank You!
Christmas is a time for reflection and celebration, and the following 
verse captures the greatness of our God. May you also experience 
much joy this season! 

 Silas, Jen, and Marcus 

CONTACT INFORMATION:
The Baeders
SIM Southern Africa
PO Box 30027
Tokai 7966
Cape Town
South Africa 

baeders@mac.com
baeders.wordpress.com
Skype: baeders

To support us financially, visit 
https://web.simusa.org/Give/missionaries.php  

and enter “Marcus Baeder”, missionary No. 72741

Fish Hoek

Supporting AIDS Ministry
If you would like to help fund the transition 
towards  new model of HIV ministry, you 
can do so by supporting the work here: 

http://hopeforaids.org/donate/

HOPE for AIDS Master Project ID: 99383

Thank you in advance for your prayers and 
support to this important ministry! If you’d 
like to hear more about the direction of 
HIV work in SIM, feel free to contact 
Marcus.

www.hopeforaids.org

Lift up your eyes and see 
who has created these 
stars, the One who leads 
forth their hosts by number, 
He calls them all by name; 
Because of the greatness of 
His might and the strength 
of His power, Not one of 
them is missing.  
~ Isaiah 40:26
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