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The Valley View 
December 2014

News from the Baeders - serving with Issue #2

Praise & Prayer
WORSHIP 

Jen has joined the worship 
team at our local church and 
is excited to serve in this way. 

Pray for her as she leads a 
Christmas Carol service on 

December 21st.

SIM PROJECTS 
Praise for the good visit 

Marcus had with colleagues at 
the SIM International Office in 
October. Pray for wisdom and 
energy as the workload has 

increased.

BYE BYE BURKINA 
Praise for a good time in 

Burkina Faso, saying good-
bye, spending time with 
friends, and sorting out 

belongings (see pic below!).

Final Visit to Burkina
In September, we were able to go back to Burkina Faso to say 
proper good-byes and sort out, give away, sell, and pack up 
belongings.

Of course, there were mixed feelings in visiting the place we called home for 
more than 5 years. One the one had, it would bring back memories of the 
challenges, the difficulties, the hard moments, and the suffering each one of 
us experienced in different ways. On the other hand, we were able to re-
connect with dear friends - locals and expats alike - and celebrate the amazing 
care and love God showed us over the years through these relationships. Silas 
loved running around on the compound, playing in the dirt, climbing tress, 
and using kids sign language with friends (his French did not come back). Our 
church invited us to a meal at the pastor’s house (see photo below) and while 
we knew it would be a feast, we were greatly surprised by the effort they 
made to truly send us off as members of their community.  

Our close friend Moïse organised a meal where our local friends were invited 
to come and share. We had a chance to clearly explain why we are leaving, 
where we are settling, and what our time in Burkina meant (as much as this is 
possible in one evening). Those who wanted shared what our presence among 
them meant to them - what a humbling experience to hear words of 
affirmation, particularly for Jen, and recognition of Christ’s love shining 
through here throughout those years.
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Since our last newsletter in June, many new 
relationships have formed, and we’ve 
enjoyed a few visitors along the way. 
However, the biggest blessing has come by 
way of community here in Fish Hoek. 

In July, a friend from Jen’s 
parents’ church in New 
Jersey came to visit and 
spend time with us to see 
what missionary life is like, 
to teach Silas, and to help 
Marcus with some research 
on project related matters. 
Charissa was a big blessing 
to us as a family and Silas 
went as far as to say that he 

would want to marry her (she just graduated college, so 
the age gap may be an issue here). At the end of her time 
with us, her parents joined and we had a few great 

outings with them, before they continued on the Kruger 
National Park. 

The home group we joined through church has also been 
a huge answer to prayer and a big blessing. Often, while 
in Burkina, we missed the fellowship and sharing around 
Scripture that we had grown used to in the USA. Finding 
a loving community here in Fish Hoek has given us a 
place to live with others and to share life. Silas has also 
made some very good friends and is very excited for 
school to start on January 21st at Fish Hoek Primary. He 
will be in Grade R, which would be the second year of 
kindergarten in Europe or the USA. 

http://www.fishhoekprimary.co.za/  

More Family Time
Because we had to change Silas’ visa to a study visa, 
which can only be done outside of South Africa, we flew 
to New Jersey at the end of October to take care of the 
paper work that needed to be submitted. At the same 
time, Marcus had the opportunity to visit with other at 
the SIM International Leadership and Services office in 
Fort Mill, SC. He was also able to spend some time at 
Grace Church, where we worshipped during our last 
home assignment. On our brief layovers in Switzerland, 
we also got to see some of Marcus’ family. Of course, 
Silas had a blast with his cousins in New Jersey and still 
talks about the sleep-overs he got to enjoy there. The 
visa was approved swiftly, and we were all glad to come 
back to Fish Hoek and finally “stay put” for a bit without 
major family trips in the near future.

Loving Community
Cape Town

Family in New Jersey

http://www.fishhoekprimary.co.za/
http://www.fishhoekprimary.co.za/
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Coming up …
• Jen leads Carol Service at our church: 

Dec 21

• Vacation in Knysna: Jan 6-11

• Visit from our friend Meg: Jan 21-30

• Silas starts school: Jan 31

• Jen teaches 5-7yr olds French

• Marcus travels to visit SA projects: Feb 
1-8

• Marcus attends SIM Global Assembly in 
Thailand: Feb 27 - March 15

• Marcus to SIM International Office: 
April 29 - May 11

Thank You!
While this letter contains a bit less text and a bit more photos, our 
hearts do not stop being grateful to the Lord and to you - we know 
full well that without you and Christ’s love, we would not be able to 
do what He has called us to do. It is a blessing to know that God had 
prepared our place here in SA in advance for us, and to know that 
you’ve been supporting us in so many different ways.

“From Him [Christ] the whole body, fitted and knit together by 
every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for 
building up itself in love by the proper working of each 
individual part.”  ~ Ephesians 4:16

Keep praying as Silas starts school, Jen teaches French, and Marcus 
keeps busy with projects and related travels. Thank you!

 Silas, Jen, and Marcus 
CONTACT INFORMATION:
The Baeders
SIM Southern Africa
PO Box 30027
Tokai 7966
Cape Town
South Africa www.sim.orgTo support us financially, visit 

https://web.simusa.org/Give/missionaries.php  
and enter “Marcus Baeder”, missionary No. 72741

New York City

Family in Switzerland

https://web.simusa.org/Give/missionaries.php
https://web.simusa.org/Give/missionaries.php

