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News from the Baeders - serving with Issue #1

Praise & Prayer
GOOD TRANSITION 
We are very grateful for a 

good transition to life in South 
Africa: traveled well, found 

house, car, new friends, 
church family, and school for 

Silas (starts Jan 2015)!

INT’L STUDENTS 
Through various contacts, 

we’ve been exposed to several 
opportunities to work with 
French-speaking students. 

Pray for guidance in the 
process.

NEW ROLE 
Marcus was appointed the new 

SIM International Projects 
Coordinator. Pray for wisdom 
as he enters this new work 
while continuing with HOPE 

for AIDS responsibilities.

Reflections on Life 
Our newsletter has a new title! Throughout our time in Burkina 
Faso, we used “Lipamanli” - which means JOY in Gourma. As we’ve 
moved to South Africa, a change in title seemed appropriate.

For the first time in our lives, we find ourselves living next to the ocean and 
mountains at the same time. The Fish Hoek valley (photo below) runs roughly 
East-West, connecting the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, and is about 2km wide. 
Since our house is slightly on the mountain side, it has been amazing to 
experience the beauty and power of God’s creation - the crazy Cape winds 
and rain (locals say the kids here grow up drawing rain falling sideways), the 
rainbows spanning the ocean, and the waves crashing  and roaring. Many of 
you know that we have gone through some deep valleys over the last couple 
of years - struggling in marriage & cross-cultural stress, having to push 
through long seasons of transition, and wondering what God would have for 
us next. Yet we can testify to the Lord’s faithfulness through it all.  Yes, there 
were victorious mountain-top moments as well. So sitting here in Fish Hoek, 
South Africa, looking out over the valley below, we recall the intense highs & 
lows we’ve experienced over the last few years, and are grateful for the 
lessons God has lovingly taught us. How encouraging to trace His hand at 
work in our lives - down to the tiniest detail of what our souls need. We hope 
that somehow, us sharing our mountain & valley stories with you will inspire 
you to consider anew God’s profound love for you!”
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For anyone who has moved from one town 
or neighbourhood to another, knows the 
process of fitting into a new place is not 
always easy. We’ve been pleasantly surprised 
by how quickly our new friendships have 
gone deep. 

Our SIM colleagues helped us in the search for all the 
practical and necessary things such as house, car, 
furniture, documents, etc. We also visited a church early 
on, and found ourselves right at home. St. Peters Church 
(http://www.stpetersfishhoek.org.za/) is passionate about 
the centrality of the Gospel, places high value on prayer 
& solid Biblical teaching (we’ve been wowed by the 
preaching!), has a phenomenal kids’ ministry, and 
reaches out to the nearby impoverished townships.  

We have found a wonderful weekly small group and Silas 
loves Sunday School. Jen has enjoyed play-dates hosted 
by several church ladies, and even a women’s night-out 
at the local Chinese restaurant.  Marcus enjoyed some 
male-bonding at the rugby & burgers event held at the 
church.  

Our neighbours, who are also our landlords, have been 
wonderful in assisting us getting settled here. We’ve 
learned a lot about this unique town and keep learning 
more as we meet different people from the library, 2nd-
hand furniture stores, beach-side playground, and even 
the dry-cleaners! 

A permanent vacation?
Cape Town is a global destination for vacation, 
conferences, and retirement, and it does at times feel 
like we’re ‘on holiday’, as they say here. To dispel that 
feeling, here are some of the things we’re doing: 
Marcus: 
•continues to coordinate HOPE for AIDS 
•serves as the interim projects coordinator for SIM SA 
until November 

•has taken on the role of SIM International Projects 
Coordinator as of June 16, 2014 

Jen: 
•spends time with other women in the church 
•continues to equip and decorate our home, finding 
great joy in finally being able to nest. 

•has an opportunity to tutor French to one person 
already 

Together: 
•exploring opportunities for outreach to French-
speaking international students 

•fellowship around our table with new friends 
•small group through St. Peters 
As you see, not quite on vacation - but equally satisfying 
& exciting. Would you pray for Marcus’ increased work 
load? That he would know how to balance life? And for 
Jen, that she would sense God’s leading on how to use 
her French for His Kingdom and how to build the many 
new friendships she has found. Pray also for Silas, that 
he would continue to grow in his understanding of 
God’s love for him even when mom and dad fail him.

Finding Community
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Fly away …
We have quite a few trips coming up during 
the 2nd half of this year. If we end up in 
your “neck of the woods”, please let us know 
and we can plan to meet you as time allows! 

•June 30 - July 4: Fly to Spiritual Life Conference for 
all SIM SA missionaries in Port Shepstone (near 
Durban) on the East Coast of South Africa 

•September 3 - 27: Visit Burkina Faso to to say 
goodbye to both local & expat friends, plus sort & 
give away / sell off / pack up our belongings 

•October 21 - November 21: Travel to the US to apply 
for Silas’ student visa, for Marcus to visit SIM Int’l 
for work, spend some time with family in New 
Jersey, and a women’s retreat for Jen 

Visitors
We had the pleasure of spending time with dear friend 
Janet Haight, SIM missionary in Burkina,, as she came to 
Cape Town for some R & R. It allowed us to explore the 
area and enjoy some great meals out as well. One of the 

highlights was a visit 
to the “Castle” where 
Jen and Silas briefly 
sat on a horse. Later, 
Janet went paragliding 
off of Signal Hill and 
we got to watch - 
what a thrill! 

In July, Charissa Shen, from Jen’s childhood church in 
New Jersey (www.cccnj.org), is coming to serve us as a 
family, including home-schooling Silas and assisting 
Marcus. We’re grateful & honored that she is spending a 
big chunk of her 1st summer post-college with us!

Thank You!
Many of you have faithfully prayed for us, supported us practically, 
encouraged us via email & facebook, cried with us through hardship, 
and celebrated with us in victories. We are deeply blessed and moved 
by your affection for us. As Paul wrote many years ago:

“From Him [Christ] the whole body, fitted and knit together by 
every supporting ligament, promotes the growth of the body for 
building up itself in love by the proper working of each 
individual part.”  ~ Ephesians 4:16

It’s been beautiful to see this principle in action over the last several 
months. Thank you!

   Silas, Jen, and Marcus 
CONTACT INFORMATION:
The Baeders
SIM Southern Africa
PO Box 30027
Tokai 7966
Cape Town
South Africa    www.sim.org!
baeders@mac.com
baeders.wordpress.com

To support us financially, visit 
https://web.simusa.org/Give/missionaries.php  

and enter “Marcus Baeder”, missionary No. 72741
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